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SUBJECT: ASSISTANCE TO UPGRADE MALDIVIAN EDUCATIONAL SYSTEM 

REF: STATE 16877 

1 . AFTER LENGTHY NEGOTIATIONS, UNDP SIGNED AGREEMENT 
WITH GOVERNMENT OF MALDIVES IN FEBRUARY 1976 WHICH 
CALLS FOR UNDP/UNICEF ASSISTANCE TO UPGRADE MALDIVIAN 
EDUCATIONAL SYSTEM. UN RESIDENT REPRESENTATIVE 
BELIEVES PROPOSED US ASSISTANCE (REFTEL) 

MIGHT DUPLICATE UN PROGRAM ALTHOUGH THIS IS UNCERTAIN 
UNTIL UNDP EDUCATION TEAM VISITS MALDIVES SHORTLY TO 
MAKE ON-THE-SPOT SURVEY AND COME UP WITH FINAL 
RECOMMENDATIONS. 

2. IN VIEW OF UN PLANS, BELIEVE WE SHOULD HOLD OFF 
ON CONSIDERATION OF US ASSISTANCE, AT LEAST UNTIL 
UN REPORT IS AVAILABLE. 

VAN HOLLEN 
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